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49 Ox Hides and a Lump of Faith

OPPOSITE A Wet Wonder Waiting (detail)   23¾ x 31½ins   60.5 x 80cms   acrylic, pigment and gouache on paper



Being a painter I like painting, the smell of paint, I like the pace of a

painter’s life.....there is a lot of waiting in paintings, waiting for them to

organize themselves between sessions and also for my mind to forget

whatever it is it is thinking and to approach the painting again, ambush it

without its knowing, sneak up on it, other times it's just daily visits to the

studio putting on paint and taking it off, not much to report, feeling like

I'm getting nowhere and then a big shift and buzzy exhale…I usually sit

with them for months to make sure they are finished. I think the process

of painting is beginning, then layers of waiting, and then being able to

stop before you push it too far, to leave it alone. That's where these

paintings come from, that's a brief sketch of their coming into being...

I would like people to engage with the paintings in anyway they want, or

better still leave our heads outside the door all together and look at the

work with fresh eyes. The title 49 oxhides and a lump of faith came when

I was reading Tim Severin’s book about the Brendan voyage. Legend has

it that St. Brendan, an Irish monk built a boat from oxhides and he and a

few other monks sailed it to America in the 11th century. Tim Severin re-

enacted the journey exactly as St. Brendan did, and arrived in America. The

title of the show and this painting came from the amount of oxhides I

remember it taking to build this boat, I added in the lump of faith

myself.............................

Martin Finnin, 2010

My Life as a Lettuce Labeller

12 x 27.5 ins   30.5 x 70 cms

oil on canvas
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49 Ox Hides and a Lump of Faith

55¼ x 63 ins   140 x 160 cms

oil on canvas
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A Puzzle and a Paradise

24 x 32¼ ins   61 x 82 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper



10

A Wet Wonder Waiting

23¾ x 31½ ins   60.5 x 80 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper
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The Edge Replies

24 x 32 ins   61 x 83.5 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper
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Boy Racers and Spring Onions

31½ x 47¼ ins   80 x 120 cms

oil on canvas
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The Making of Pet Eights III

12 x 10 in   30.5 x 25.5 cms

oil on canvas
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The Brazen Serpent (after Rubens)

31½ x 47¼ ins   80 x 120 cms

oil on canvas



Dealing with Digital Hillbillies

27½ x 12 ins   70 x 30.5 cms

oil on canvas
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Two Aerials Responding to a Rumour

43¾ x 63 in   110 x 160 cms

oil on canvas
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The Making of Pet Eights I

12 x 10 in   30.5 x 25.5 cms

oil on canvas
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Five Studies for a Recurring Space II

10¼ x 6 ins   26 x 15 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper

Five Studies for a Recurring Space III

10¼ x 6 ins   26 x 15 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper
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The Crooked Path of the Puritans

19¾ x 27¾ ins   50 x 70.5 cms

oil on canvas
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In the Beginning There Was a Problem

23¾ x 55¼ ins   60.5 x 140.5 cms

oil on canvas
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Unseen Rain

27½ x 12 ins   70 x 30.5 cms

oil on canvas

The Pear and the Saviour

27½ x 12 ins   70 x 30.5 cms

oil on canvas
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The Other One Never Came

23¾ x 55¼ ins  60.5 x 140.5 cms

oil on canvas
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The Inner Life of Marigolds

27¾ x 55¼ ins   70.5 x 140.5 cms

oil on canvas
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The Fabric of Faceless Thoughts

19¾ x 27¾ ins   50 x 70.5 cms

oil on canvas
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Five Studies for a Recurring Space I

10¼ x 6 ins   26 x 15 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper

Five Studies for a Recurring Space V

10¼ x 6 ins   26 x 15 cms

acrylic and pigment on paper
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Unlike Other Days

23¾ x 55¼ ins   60.5 x 140.5 cms

oil on canvas
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